[Health care costs in the last years of life: interesting, but for a different reason than is widely believed].
Health care costs have increased due to population ageing. It is often said that the majority of health care spending occurs in the last year of life and that, as a result, the total costs of population ageing are considerably lower than is usually predicted. With the Netherlands facing a rapidly ageing population, such statements are well-received by policy makers. Unfortunately they reflect only part of the truth and are therefore misleading. Nevertheless, health care costs in the last years of life are still interesting, but for a different reason than is widely believed. Taking a lifetime perspective, these costs shed new light on solidarity in health care.